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Thurſday, November 15. 1700s. 


T may perhaps be N ſince I moved you the State of © = 
the Nation, that 1 ſhould ſay ſomewhat to you upon. this "4M 
Occation : And tho I never laboured under more Difficulties a 
than I do at preſent, yet being Conſcious to my Self of a 

Heart as full of Loyslty and Duty to Her Majeſty, and Zeal for 
Her Service as u poſſible for any Subject to have; and knowing that 
The beft Way of preſerving Liberty of Speech in Parliament, & to 
make uſe of it, ] will mention Three or Four General Heads to 
your Lordſhips, and ſpeak to them with a great deal of Freedom 
and Plainneſs. "3 | | 

The firſt thing I ſhall ſpeak to, is the Mzeſent Confederate 

War, in which we are engaged: And becailtfe the beſt Way of 
Judging-what we may reaſonably expect for the future, is to con- 
ſider the Actions that are paſgd, give me leave a little to take 
notice to your Lordſhips of the Operations of the Iaft Campagne: 

I ſhall not ſay much of our Forcing the French Lines, and our 
beating the French Troops efterwards, (tho that was a very Great 
and Brave Action) bur becauſe there was ſuch a mixture of Victory 
and Migfertune; and that this i ſuch a Chequer'd Piece, I pur- 
poſely forbear taking further Notice of it. | a 3 
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Bur there were two other Actions, which 1 think take in your 


whole Campagne, The Parch ok cur Army to the Polelle, and the 


* Euſireſs f Overiſch: In both which, give me leave to ſay, (not 


to giv: ita larder Term) I think We were not uſed as We might have 
reaſonab.3 .xp-tied., Our General, with a great deal of Conduct, 
covrr'd Prince Lewis of Faden's Army; nor can it ke doubted he 
might eaſily have joined Us it he had pleaſed, without the leaſt 
danger from the French, which if he had done, by the beſt Ac- 
count I could ever get, (and I think I have a very Tok one) We 
had been ar leaſt Five and twenty t houſend ſtronger than the French 
lere bu being Diſappointed of being joined by PrinceLews, 
and of the Aſſiſtance We expected from him, that Gzeat Deſign 


pꝛobed Aboztive. 


1 he next was the Bufineſs cf Dveriſh where by the Conduct 
of My Lord Duke of Marlborough, We had a fair Opportunity of 
putting an End to the War at once; The Dutch held our Hand, and 
weuld not let Us give the Deciding Blew. | 
— Thus ended your Campagne, tho” it began with more promi- 
ſing Hopes of Succeſs than this next I believe will: You liad-then 
an Enemy to deal with, hoſe Counſels were diſtradted, wheſe Troops 
were broke, and the Courage of bis Army ſunk. 2 

From all theſe give me leave to conclude, That it is neither 
Men nor Money, Courage nor Conduct, that are the only things 
neceſſary to catry on a Succeſsful Confederate War. 

Thoſe who Command your Army, are Men of that Bravery, 
and every Common Souldicr hath ſo much Courage, that not e- 
qual Number of Men in the World, I think, can ſtand before 
them; but let car Supplies be never ſo full and ſpeedy, let our Manage- 
ment be never ſo great and frugal, yet if it be our Mi fortune 16 have Al- 
lis that are as ſlow and backward as We are 2calous and foi wb, that 
hold our Hands, and ſuffer us uot to take any Opportunity that Offers, 
that are ccming into the Field when we are going into Winter Luvrters, 
I cannot ſee what it is we are reaſonably.to expeck. 

The next Thing I ſhall take the liberty to ſpeak to, is the Point 
of Trade: Every one ſces how our Merchands go off daily, and 
how low the Trade of this Nation at preſent s. I krow, My 
Lords, there is a Word we are Very f. of, which Ye call che 
Balance of Power, but the Dateb, who gte a very Wiſe People, 
have a double View, and take @ wach Care of the Walince of 
Tradr, as thry do of the Balance of Fower; and are as ſcarful of 
cf cur Power at Sea, as of the Tower of France by Land. My 
Lordi, the beſt Kowledge of Things is by their Cauſes; Tis 
Trade begets Wealth, as Healib begets : Power , and it ſcems VO 

atd. 


* 


hard for England, that while the Burch live at Peace under the Pro- 
tection of our Arms, We, if we will have any part of Trade with 
them, muſt bave it under the Protection of their Poſſes : But it will 
be yet much harder, if, after their having the Adyantage of a 
Trading Maz, we ſhould make a T2aveleſs Peace, 

I know, my Lords, The Dutch generally complain they are very 
Poor; but give me leave to ſay, I cannot ſee how they have been out of 
Pecket one Shilling ſince th War, for they have more by Remit- 


tances, and Money from England, than all the Moncy that goes out of 


their Country to Portugal, Savoy, and the German Princes. 

There is one Thing more wich I take to be of the greateſt Im- 
portance to us all, tis this I had chiefly in my Intention, and with 
which I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay. 

But before I come to it, give me leave to take Notice of one 
Thing to your Lordſhips. My Lords, *Ti the Happineſs of Eng- 
land, and that which ever did, and ever will keep the greateſt Miniſters 
in Awe. That by the Law and Cuſtom of Parliament, e meanef? 
Member of either Houſe has an undoubted Right to Debate on any Sub- 
ject, and to Speak hs Thoughts with all Freedom, without being liable 
to be call d in Que ſt ion by any Perſow whatever, till the Parliament it 
ſell hath firft taken Notice of them... T hiss is grounded on the grea- 
teſt Equity and Reaſon, becauſe that which concerns all, ſhould be 
debated by all: Not is it poſhþle for a Parliament to Debate, or 


come to a clear Reſolution on any Queſtion, or to give any Advice 


to Her Majeſty, as they ought, without this Freedom. I have good 
Authority to juſtify what I ſay ; Sir Robert Atking [ Fol. 54. 
tells us in his Treatiſe of the Power and Privilege of Parliamens, 
of the Caſe of one Sir Thomas Haxey, in the Time of King Richard 
II. who having deliverd a Petit ion to the King, with which he 
was diſpleaſed, the King ſent to the Speaker to know who it was that 
*© deliver d that Petition; By which ( ſays Sir Robert ) it is apparent 
*rhe King cannot take notice of any thing done in Parliament, 
(he names the Youſeof Commons) but as it is repreſented to 
ce him by the Houle it ſelf. 

Having faid this, give me leave to read to your Lordſhips a 
Paragraph of Her Majeſty's Speech to her laſt Parliament laſt 
Year : © My Lords and Gentlemen, We have, by the Bleffing 
of God, a fair Proſpect of this Great and Deſirable End, if We 
** do not diſappoint it by Our own unreaſonable Humour and 
** Animoſity, the fatal Effect of which We have fo narrowly 
** eſcaped in this Seſſion, that it ought to be a ſufficient Warning 
. ** againſt any dangerous Experiments for the future. 

1 thall not go about to ſhew the Grammatical Conſtiuction 


* 


of 


— 


< 
al . 


theſe Words, but chuſe rather to ſay, That as we Enjoy many 
Bleſſings under Her Majeſty's happy Government, ſo I hope we 
ſhall have this too, That Her Majeſty will never give Ear to any 
ſecret and private Information, but as it comes to Her in @ Parliamen- 
tary Way by the Houſes themſelves. op 
The laſt Thing, my Lords, is that which I take to be of the 
greateſt Concernment to us all, both Queen and People: I love 
always to ſpeak very plain, and ſhall do fo in this Point. 

My Lords, I think there can be nothing more for the Safety of the 
Lueen, for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, for the Security of the 
Church, and foo the Advantage of Us all, than if the Preſumptive 
Heir to the Crown, according to the Act of Settlement in the Proteſtant 
Line, ſhould be here amongſt us; tis very plain that nothing can 
be more tor the Security of any Throne, than to have a Number of 
Succeſſors round about it, whole Intcreſ# # always to Defend the 
Poſſeſſo2 fzom any Danger, and prevent any Attempt againſ# him, aud 
revenge any Injury done him. Is there any Man, my Lords, who 
doubts that if the Duke of Gloceſter had been no alive, Her Majeſty 
bad not been more Secure than ſhe & We cannot think of that Mis- 
fortune without the greateſt Grief, but yet we are not to Neglet 
dur own Safety ; and tho' a Succeſſor be not the Child of the 
Prince, yet is he the Child if the Queen and the People. 

Beſides, my Lords, tlie Beats and Differences which are a- 
mong us, make it very neceſſary that we ſhould have the Preſum- 
pt ive Heir reſiding here : The Duiy and Reſpect we pay Her Majeſty, 
and the Authority of the Law, can hardly keep us in Peace and Union 
among our Selves at preſent , what then may we not fear, when 
theſe Bonds ſhalt ever happen to be broken 2 a 

And would it not be a great Advantage to the Church, for 
the Preſumptive Heir to be Pertonally acquainted with rhe Reverend 
the Prelates 2 Nay, would it not be an Advantage to all Eng- 
land, that when ever the Succeſſor comes over, he ſhould not 
bring a Flood of Foreigners along with him, to eat up and devour the 
good of the Land? | a 

I will ſay no more to your Lordſhips, but conclude with this 
Motion. | 

Than an Humble Addreſs be Preſented to Her Majeſty by this Houſe, 
That Her Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to Invite the Preſumptroe 
Hir to the Crown of England, according to the Acts 'of Parliament 
made for Settling the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, 
into this Kingdom, ro refide here. | 


